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Commissioning and Networks

The best ways to find out about commissioning from local public bodies are:

•	 to register with DIVA, the voluntary organisations database for the District, web:
	  www.divabradford.org.uk 
•	 to join one of the voluntary sector representative networks in the District.  These include:

o	 Children & Young People VCS Network
A network of voluntary and community sector groups and organisations that work with or deliver 
services to children, young people & families. 

It has over 300 members and aims to support, develop and promote the sector’s contribution 
to the ‘Every Child Matters’ and ‘Youth Matters’ initiatives, by ensuring we have voluntary 
representation on the various strategic groups.

The network provides:
	Up to date information on the re-shaping of children & young people’s services within 

Bradford district
	Support on a wide range of issues resulting from the changes to service delivery – 

including training for staff 
	A voice for the voluntary and community sector at all levels of Bradford’s children’s trust 

body – The Children & Young People’s Strategic Partnership 
	A Youth sector training fund to support training needs 

You can become a member if:
	You are a voluntary or community sector group or organisation in Bradford district
	You work with children, young people or families 

Membership of the network is FREE!!

Contact Dionne Norman or Fiona Howie, Children & Young People’s Team at Bradford CVS on 
01274 722772 or by e-mail at dionne@bradfordcvs.org.uk  or fiona@bradfordcvs.org.uk or 
see our website www.bradfordcvs.org.uk for more details.

o	 HealthNet
HealthNet is a network of voluntary & community sector groups and organisations with an 
interest in health.  The network promotes and represents the VCS in Bradford and Airedale.  A 
steering group meets regularly to direct the work of HealthNet.  This includes: 
	A membership of over 200 voluntary and community sector organisations from across 

the District
	Three additional voluntary sector representatives places on key health partnership 

boards. Reps will represent the views of all health groups in the district at a strategic 
level
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	Delivering events that keep the sector informed about developments that will impact on 
their organisation

	Developing a programme of training & support for reps to enable them to effectively 
represent the views of health groups

	Developing a paper-based and online directory of voluntary and community sector health 
organisations that will be utilised as a tool for GP, voluntary and statutory sector referrals. 

HealthNet has produced Self Care - A Directory of Voluntary & Community Sector Health 
Organisations in the Bradford District, available to download free at: http://www.bradfordcvs.org.
uk/SelfCare.pdf 

For further information please contact Rachel or Razwanah at Bradford CVS on 01274 722772 
or health@bradfordcvs.org.uk 

o	 Bradford and District Older People’s Alliance (BOPA)
BOPA is a network of older peoples voluntary & community sector groups & organisations. We 
work alongside the Older Peoples Partnership Board ensuring older people in the district are 
able to contribute to the decisions directly affecting their lives.

The Older Peoples Partnership Board have five groups each focusing on matters which are 
relevant to older people in Bradford today and developing strategies to help the older people of 
the future.

These groups include:
	Healthier Communities & Older People
	Involving Older People
	Economy, Employment & Learning
	Housing & Community Support Action Group
	Transport Action Group

BOPA has representatives on each of these groups. The BOPA representatives attend the 
groups and feedback progress reports to the BOPA committee and their own groups. This 
information is then relayed to the wider membership via the monthly newsletter.

BOPA often consults with its membership in order to ensure all relevant issues are being heard.

If you are a member of an older persons group and live within the Bradford District and would 
like to join, please contact Julie Lintern, C/O Age Concern Bradford & District, 19 - 25 Sunbridge 
Road, Bradford BD1 2AY, tel: 01274 728216 / 395144, email:
 julie.lintern@ageconcernbradford.org.uk   


